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say 'Western Civilization'" (Davis and Barnes, Introduction to
Sociology, p. 546). The racial implication is implicit. The people of
the United States and South Africa included in this definition are
the white people, and not the Plains Indians or the Bantu. Professor
Willey makes it explicit when he later refers to Western Civilization
as "white civilization" (ibid., p. 547).

Dr. Ruth Benedict, a distinguished anthropologist, in her recent
book, Patterns of Culture, uses "Western Civilization," "white
civilization," "European civilization" and "modern civilization"
as synonymous and contrasts them with "primitive civilizations."
Whatever Western may mean, white refers to race, European refers
to geographical position and modern refers to time. Primitive is
used not in the sense of being ancient in time but simpler in structure.
Both Western and Primitive Civilizations may be contemporary,
but the latter has fewer culture traits than the former, and is,
therefore, less complicated.

Professor Harry E. Barnes refers to the Orient more as a period
in the history of civilization than as a contrast with the Occident.
He speaks of the "Oriental period" (Davis and Barnes, Introduction
to Sociology, p. 73), of "Oriental times" (ibid., p. 77), and the
"ancient orient" (ibid., p. 80). He arranges civilizations in this
sequence: Primitive, Oriental, Classical, Modern and Contemporary.
He does not contrast Oriental Civilization with Occidental right
through history, but only in the Contemporary period. "It is this
tendency (mechanical standardization) which has served very
gradually, but very surely, to build up a remarkable contrast
between Occidental and Oriental Civilizations in the last century
and a half. We who dwell in the Occident have assumed it as self-
evident, without argument, that the mechanical civilization of the
West is superior to the more mystical, idealistic and individualistic
culture of the Orient. But of late both Oriental writers and Occiden-
tal scholars, with any insight, have come to see that this judgment
is not wholly valid, and many of the attitudes and influences of the
Oriental culture are more profound and enduring than many
contrasting phases of our highly artificial, machine-made, money-
chasing civilization u> the West" (ibid., pp. 172-73).